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President’s Message

dear staff:

Last month, we closed out another successful fiscal year. additional details 

about our financials will be coming out in our annual report, but I did want to 

take this time of year to update you on some of our major strategic priorities.

First, in the area of new providers. we have secured a new psychiatrist. as I men-

tioned last month, dr. White will be joining our team next month. If you see him, 

be sure to give him a warm Wisconsin welcome. While I don’t have any official 

updates on eNT, we are continuing to work with a recruiter and have had several 

conversations with a prospective provider.

In service line development, we continue to make progress on the prep work to 

bring robot-assisted surgery to ashland. The da vinci Xi arrived here in late sep-

tember. staff is currently going through training, as are providers. On december 2 

and 3, there will be a staff open house for those interested in learning more about 

how da vinci works. Times are listed below.

Cost competitiveness remains an area of focus for us as well. We are currently 

wrapping up our cost comparison between haMh and other area hospitals. Our 

goal is to make recommendations for specific changes after the first of the year.

     (continued on page 2)
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President’s Message, continued from page 1

as we look at community health and wellness, we have engaged with power Wellness to conduct a feasibility study 

about the economic viability of a wellness center in the area. We are in very early stages of this conversation but I envi-

sion sharing more with you on this in the coming year.

Looking ahead, we are also in conversations with Kahler slater to explore future facility planning. This is partly tied to 

the anticipated move of essentia health into their new clinic in early 2016. It is also tied to looking at our long-term 

department needs to determine if there is a more patient centered way to locate staff and departments.

Last note, for those who look forward to our annual holiday party, this year’s party will be on december 12. This is a 

weekend later than normal due to a scheduling conflict at the steak pit. The free movie and popcorn day will still take 

place on the saturday after Thanksgiving. additional details about both of these great holiday events will be coming out 

shortly.

as always, thanks for the hard work you do each and every day!

Jason douglas 

Upcoming events
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Women’s expo

November 7
10 am - 4 pm
Bretting Center
enjoy a fashion show, seminar, 

great holiday shopping deals 

and more at the 5th annual 

Women’s expo. rehab services 

and Cardiac rehab will be 

representing MMC in this annual 

event for women.  at 11 am, Jill 

Gibbon, pT will hold a presenta-

tion on Jaw pain and headaches 

and provide some simple strat-

egies you can use to help with 

daily pain. earlier in the day, con-

sider running the Chic-uamegon 

5k or 10k which will start and 

end at the Brettings Center.

Retirement Specialist 
November 18
10 am - 4 pm
Human Resources
Jeanette Hudepohl will be 
here to discuss your retire-
ment account. Please call HR 
at Ext. 5520 to schedule an 
appointment.

Family Movie Day
November 28, 1 pm
Bay Theatre, Ashland
Bring in a food shelf item and 
enjoy a movie, popcorn and 
pop on us!  Additional details 
including the movies that will 
be playing and when you can 
pick-up tickets will be made 
available in mid-November.

Partners of MMC 
Semi-Annual Book Sale
November 4
7:30 am - 12:30 pm
Stockton/Gull Island
hardcover, paperbacks, puz-

zles and some cookbooks will 

be on sale. proceeds will be 

added to our funding of this 

year’s “Wish List”.  Books can 

be donated until November 

3. drop off at the Gift shop or 

Information desk.  hardcover 

books need to have copyright 

2000 or above and paperbacks 

should be in good condition. 

Meet Da Vinci
December 2
11 am - 1 pm
December 3
2 pm - 4 pm
Stockton/Gull Island
stop by and learn more about 

robot assisted surgery at 

MMC, along with getting an 

opportunity to see da vinci 

up close. some folks may 

even get to try out the ma-

chine as well.



phasellus et aliquet velit, nec imperdiet odio. Nullam vel 

nulla nulla. proin purus massa, tincidunt quis rutrum et, 

dignissim cursus elit. duis interdum lacinia mollis. Maecenas 

molestie, est nec iaculis efficitur, orci purus consequat libero, 

sit amet tincidunt nisl ipsum cursus sapien. vivamus pulvinar 

in elit in hendrerit. pellentesque habitant morbi tristique 

senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas.

Did You Know?

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit. Vivamus eleifend diam vel 

fringilla tempor. Quisque felis neque, euis-

mod sed cursus ut, rutrum eget justo. 
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Recovery Services Celebration
The second annual Recovery 
Services Day Celebration took 
place in September. Recovery 
day is an annual event that 
demonstrates and celebrates 
the ability of those with drug, 
alcohol and behavioral ad-
dictions to achieve long-term 
sobriety and live productive 
and healthy lives. Shown here 
are just some of the MMC team 
members that made this year’s 
celebration possible. Thanks 
for everything you do to help 
those in recovery!

Fun on First Floor

Top: as part of Breast Cancer awareness Month, the radiology department 

sponsored a pink pumpkins for the Cure contest. staff had until November 

2 to vote for their favorite pumpkin. also shown is susan robinson, pCU and 

pam dewey, radiology at the Open house Celebration. Left: It was also Na-

tional respiratory Care Week. Jake prusi served up a number of caramel apple 

sundaes for staff during their Open house.



phasellus et aliquet velit, nec imperdiet odio. Nullam vel 

nulla nulla. proin purus massa, tincidunt quis rutrum et, 

dignissim cursus elit. duis interdum lacinia mollis. Maecenas 

molestie, est nec iaculis efficitur, orci purus consequat libero, 

sit amet tincidunt nisl ipsum cursus sapien. vivamus pulvinar 

in elit in hendrerit. pellentesque habitant morbi tristique 

senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit. Vivamus eleifend diam vel 

fringilla tempor. Quisque felis neque, euismod 

sed cursus ut, rutrum eget justo. 
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Get Your Flu Shot!

retirement Tips
are you gearing up for retirement?  When 
you are 5 years or less from retirement, you 
should plan very specifically.  Whatever you 
would like to do, you should know what your 
retirement income will likely be.  Consider 
the following suggestions:

•Build a detailed retirement budget.

•Determine what income you can expect to 
have from social security, your retirement 
account, and other investment accounts.

Tip:  Go to www.ssa.gov and use the retire-
ment estimator to calculate an estimate of 
your social security benefits.  retirement 
calculators are available at www.nationwide.
com/login to estimate your 403(b) plan.

•Clean up your balance sheet by paying off credit card debt and auto 
loans and don’t take on new debt.

•Spend less and save more.  Save 20 -25% of your gross income.  Take 
advantage of the over age 50 catch up contribution limits.  (You can 
invest up to $24,000 pretax to your retirement account in 2015.)

•Review your investment mix to determine if it is right for you.  Get help 
from your financial professional if you need it.

Our plan advisor, Jeanette hudepohl, is available for information and 
assistance with your reI retirement plan.  she is available for individual 
meetings on a monthly schedule.  Contact human resources to make an 
appointment.

  

Ethics Education
Members of the MMC ethics Team recently completed a 

2-day training session led by dr. ryan spellecy. spellecy is the 

associate professor of Bioethics and Medical humanities, 

and psychiatry and Behavioral health at the Medical College 

of Wisconsin. Topics that were covered included end of life, 

establishing competency, principles of ethics and the tools 

and foundation for completing an ethics consult.  If you are 

interested in learning more about the ethics Committee at 

Memorial Medical Center, please contact andrew MacGregor 

at ext. 5498.

MMC is once again offering free flu shots to staff. staff are encour-

aged to take advantage of this benefit. If you decide to opt out or 

have received your vaccine elsewhere, please be sure to complete 

your Consent/refusual to receive Influenza vaccine form and send 

it to patti skoraczewski. If you are unable to attend a flu shot clinic 

and would like a flu shot, contact patti skoraczewski at ext. 5516 to 

set up a time. a limited number of family clinics will also be offered 

to staff.



phasellus et aliquet velit, nec imperdiet odio. Nullam vel 

nulla nulla. proin purus massa, tincidunt quis rutrum et, 

dignissim cursus elit. duis interdum lacinia mollis. Maecenas 

molestie, est nec iaculis efficitur, orci purus consequat libero, 

sit amet tincidunt nisl ipsum cursus sapien. vivamus pulvinar 

in elit in hendrerit. pellentesque habitant morbi tristique 

senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas.

Did You Know?

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit. Vivamus eleifend diam vel 

fringilla tempor. Quisque felis neque, euismod 

sed cursus ut, rutrum eget justo. 
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Whistlestop 2015

All in the Family

handing out water, staffing the med tent, directing runners, riding the lead bike, volunteering at packet pick-up, 

cheering on family and friends, and running are just a few of the ways MMC staff engaged in one of ashland’s premier 

events. Congrats to everyone who crossed the finish line this year!

Jeffrey Lee, Bhs attended a substance abuse conference in Madison. The conference focused on a number of addic-

tion topics such as how addiction affects the brain and tobacco use and addiction.

Trisha dearhamer, er received CeU credits after attending a conference about risks and rewards in rural emergency 

Medicine.

Gina Beeksma, pCU completed her laboratory tests which included recognizing clinical cues of a basic metabolic pro-

file, analyzing aBG’s and distinguishing life threatening electrolyte imbalances.

Betty Madison, rehab services completed a workshop centered around exercise Training Guidelines for Individuals 

with Cancer.

Nancy amrein and Lou ellen hudack, pharmacy attended the 2015 pharmacy Technical Conference.

steve Cordes attended the North Central Biomedical association Fall Conference.

Beth probst, Marketing attended the Wisconsin healthcare public relations strategy development Conference. 



Professionalism

Accountability

Communication

Teamwork
Every encounter, 
every person, 
every time.

Got 
photos? 

submit them to right here!

We’d love to highlight the photos you’re proud 

of.  send us your best photo of volunteering in 

our community or some of your favorite mile-

stones of you and your family. email your pic-

tures as JpG files to bprobst@ashlandmmc.com

PACT

Color Fun Run!
OB staff joined together to run the 

ashland 5k True Colors Fun run. 

shown here is Krissy philipsky, and 

Jenny Galley, Karolynn Meinke and 

heidi sutcliffe from OB. MMC was a 

proud sponsor of this event, allowing 

for a reduced family rate. proceeds 

from the race benefit the Brief 

Intervention referral and Treatment 

(BIrT) program for ashland youth.


