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President’s Message
A message to all MMC, REI & NWCC staff:

Seems like all at once one day it’s summer – finally! Even with the pandemic still 
in swing, I hope you’re finding time to get outside with your families and enjoy 
the beauty our area has to offer. Please note there may be some updated closure 
information on area parks and beaches, so be sure to call ahead or look online for 
that information. 

We’re also very proud to announce that services are opening back up at MMC. This 
includes Rehabilitation Services, Laboratory Services, Cardiac Rehab Phase II, all 
Radiology, all Cardiopulmonary, Outpatient Behavioral Health, Specialty Services, 
and Dietitian Services. To safely provide these services we will need to do the fol-
lowing:

 • Screen all patients upon entering the facility

 • Social distance in all areas of the facility

 • Staff and patients must wear masks

 • No groups larger than 10
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 • Good hand washing

 • Telehealth visits are still encouraged if you are able to offer them

 • Abide by the visitation policy

No doubt you’ve also heard that Wisconsin’s Safer at Home Order was struck down by the Wisconsin Supreme Court, 
which now allows county/city municipalities and tribes to determine their own orders concerning restrictions relat-
ed to COVID-19. 

That said, the overturned ruling does not change the precautionary processes and procedures that we have imple-
mented at MMC. Please note all previous measures put into place still remain in effect. Such measures include:

 • Visitor restrictions in the hospital

 • Screening of staff, vendors and patients

 • Social distancing requirements of at least 6 feet apart at all times (including the cafeteria)

 • Mask wearing by all staff and other PPE donning and doffing guidelines

I know it may seem this pandemic will never come to an end. And while we most likely have a long road ahead of 
us, we’ll get there one day at a time – especially if we’re all doing our part by following the safe practices identified 
above. We want you to be healthy, and our community needs us all to be safe.

I know I can’t say it enough, but I truly appreciate each and every one of you. You are a vital part of this organization, 
you work hard, I respect you all so much. 

   All my thanks, 

 

 Jason Douglas, CEO at Memorial Medical Center

Event Updates
55+ HEALTH EXPO CANCELED

To help keep our community safe, a difficult decision has 
been made by the planning committee to cancel the 2020 
55+ Health Expo. Because of so many uncertainties around 
the status of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the specific nature 
of the gathering, we feel like this cancellation is in everyone’s 
best interest. It would be truly unfortunate if anyone were 
to be exposed to or contract COVID-19 while attending the 
event.

By making this cancellation well in advance, we hope to have 
avoided any inconvenience or trouble this may have caused. 
Please call Kate Deering, MMC Marketing & Communications 
at 715-685-5186 if you have any questions.

ALZHEIMER’S AWARENESS MONTH

June is Alzheimer’s awareness month.
Check the portal for helpful  links to 
classes and support groups for alzhei-
mer’s patients and caregivers. More 
information is available at act.alz.org.
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All in the Family

Long Time Partners of MMC Volunteer 
Passes Away

Wisconsin Hospital Association Campaign

Marketing and Communications 
Department has been selected 
as a winner in the annual 
Healthcare Advertising Awards 
competition for the Urology 
Services campaign created by 
Hailey Sault agency. This is a 
prestigious national competition 
to recognize the field of 

healthcare marketing and advertising. MMC received a
Silver award.

Thank you to Miner’s Inc./Super One for the 
donation of 1,000 N95 masks!

Frances Marie Zepczyk, age 77, of Sanborn, WI passed away after 
a brief battle with cancer on Friday, May 22, 2020 at her daughter’s 
home in Highbridge, with her family by her side. Fran was involved in 
community organizations most of her adult life and retirement did not 
slow her down. She was an active member of the Ashland Monday Club, 
Ashland Lion’s Club, Partners of MMC, BPO Does #182, the Red Hats, 
and a past member of the Sanborn Community Club. Fran also regularly 
volunteered with the Ashland Chamber of Commerce, Faith in Action, 
and many other community activities when asked. Fran enjoyed her 
flower garden and was an avid bowler, still bowling in a league at the age 
of 77.

MMC is sharing and promoting the latest  WHA state-wide message 
that hospitals and clinics are ready as always to provide care for our 
communities. The social media and radio ads are part of a continued 
campaign to assure the public about the incredible work our hospitals 
and health systems have done, can do now, and will do in the future. 
Visit our Facebook page to see the videos or find them on Vimeo: 
https://vimeo.com/421080747.
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Zach Morris, son of Tracy Morris, Information 
Systems, and Pete Morris is graduating from 
Ashland High School.  He plans to attend UW-La 
Crosse in the fall to study Radiation Therapy.Justin Weiss, nephew of Carolyn Radtke, 

Gastroeneterology is graduating from 
Ashland High School.

Congratulations Class of 2020!

Emergency Department Gets Help with 
Treating Autistic Kids

Thank You to the LSE Autism support team 
made up of parents and teachers from our 
communitiy including: Dianne Litersky, Trisha 
Rooni, Seija Anderson, Keri Lewis, Nikki Sprague, 
Katie Groeschel, Mike Weaver, Ann Cameron, 
Kristin Nye, and Sandy Raspotnik. This group 
created and put together a book to help our ER 
providers communicate with autistic children. It 
will be very helpful in connecting to the kids and 
aiding in their care here at MMC. These same 
books are used in the school as well, so the kids 
are familiar with the process. What a great idea 
to carry this communication piece over to our 
providers!
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Northern Wisconsin has one of the fastest-growing populations of elderly residents in the state and as baby 
boomers age, that number is set to grow rapidly. That means a certain increase in dementia patients — and a 
certain shortage of professionals trained to care for them.

MMC’s Regional Wellness Fund has donated $7,300 for dementia care training at Wisconsin Indianhead Technical 
College in Ashland. Jennifer Ellis, the WITC gerontology-aging services professional program director, said it is 
crucial to have medical personnel prepared to handle the problems of aging, especially dementia, in the Ashland 
area. The grant  will be available to fund training for three people working in the healthcare sector or in human 
services within the Ashland, Bayfield, Sawyer and Iron counties region.

The dementia care certificate consists of four classes with a total of 12 college credits starting later this year and 
going into 2021. The course requires one class at a time, with the regular classes taking place in the evening, 
allowing people who work during the day to attend.

Applications for the scholarship are due by 4 p.m. June 15. For more information, contact Jennifer Ellis via email at 
jennefer.ellis@witc.edu or by phone at 715-394-6677, ext. 6346.

WITC Dementia-care Program
Scholarships Available

Defend Our Hospitals...Petition to Forgive 
Medicare Loans
Hospital workers are on the front lines saving America. Loan forgiveness for our hospitals is essential for 
America’s recovery. To find out more about the financial crisis facing hospitals nationwide due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and to sign the petition for Medicare loan forgiveness please go to: defendourhospitals.org.

Partners of MMC Thrift Store Re-Opens
The Partners of MMC thrift store downtown will re-open its doors on June 8th, after being closed due to COVID-19 
for the past two months. Some safety measures are in place for shoppers and staff.
 • Hours of operation are Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 10 AM - 4 PM
 • Please use hand sanitizer upon entering
 • Only 5 customers in the store at a time
 • Masks must be worn at all times
 • No children under the age of 16
 • No clothing donations, only household goods
 



Service

Teamwork

Accountability

Respect

Every encounter, 
every person, 
every time.

Got Photos? 

Submit them to Right Here!

We’d love to highlight your favorite photos. Send 

us your photos from Halloween & Thanksgiving 

or any milestones of you and your family.

Email your pictures as JPG files to 

krdeering@ashlandmmc.com

STAR Periop staff were excited to get a 
tour of the construction progress in 
the Surgical Services addition.


